Hi friends!
 

Glorious Good day to you all! .
 

Pratab sends you all such sweet thanks for your prayers and your donations.  His mother Pramila crumbles over the edge of tears trying to express her gratitude for all you have done to help her son Pratab.  The surgery took place the first week of February and is considered successful and even though Pratab still is having trouble with his eyesight he is recuperating well in every other way.  

For this we are all deeply grateful. 

As you probably know already the hospital is run almost entirely on donations and so the cost of the actual operation was therefore quite small.  The 300 bed "ultra-modern" hospital (http://www.sathyasai.org/saihealth/bnglrhosp.htm) has a large rotating staff of volunteer doctors who come and donate work there for a period of time.
 

I want all of you to know the mood of Tula and his family is now one of hope and faith and appreciation.  Tula tells me that Pratap has found faith and prays sweet thankful prayers all the time.  Tula was so happy to tell me this.  I thank you all so much for helping to bring some joy and hope into this fine family again.  Lets all pray that the surgery will be even a grater success as his healing progresses.

If you would like to call and talk with Tula they have a phone at their home, and should be home again by the middle of March.  Tula speaks English well enough and Pramila understands quite a bit only suffers from lack of practice.  I know to hear from any of you would really make their day.  Their number is 977 61 32420.  If you don't have some special calling plan (and even if you do, probably) it will cost you an arm and leg to call Nepal.  I have found a great website for very discount calling cards.  http://www.paylessdial.com/  I and my friends have saved hundreds of dollars by using their services.  One note of caution- not all cards work in Hawaii.  I have been having great success with the "payless new york" card.  It costs about 0.23 per minute with this card.  It is about 14 hours later there than it is in California.
 

I don't want to imply that it would be wrong to support them even further.  Through out all of these events with his son, Tula has been unable to work or earn enough to cover the expenses he still has in Pokhara:  school, rent, food, lots of transportation costs.  We can aim that high, if you want to.  We can donate enough to help them get back on their feet again, I know they were already quite in debt before Pratab became ill...  Still I haven't heard Tula ask for anything more than for his son to survive.   I think that is just about as big a gift as he can imagine right now.
 

Thankfully the big tensions have dissipated for the time being, yet there are still some hard times ahead that we must plan for.  My best guess is that $1500 is a fair expectation of minimum expenses, for the next few months  I recently sent money to cover the family’s expenses while in Bangalore, and we expect to send another $500 to cover their return to Nepal expenses the first part of March.   Many of you who are receiving this email have already contributed to the effort very generously.  Tula, his family and I, are all very deeply grateful for all you have done to support them, honestly even your prayers have been noticed.  I think we all feel you holding Pratab in your hearts, certainly something has been lightening our hearts during these trying weeks.
 

So thanks again from my family and Pratab’s.  We are so very grateful for how you have held our hands during the past nightmare in Pratab’s life.  Like waking from the dream we find that Pratab no longer has a brain tumor and the very real immediate promise to end his life is part of the dream that we have just awakened from.  The only bad part seems they have awakened from the nightmare thousands of miles from home and still have to get back, have breakfast and get on with their lives. If after all the help you have given of over the past few months, you find it in your hearts to help a little more and bring this story to a close then please check and see if there is an extra 20 or even 50 that you can add to the fund.  You can contact anam at (808) 572 2630 about getting your donation to Pratab.
 

 

Thank you so for your concern, your prayers and your generosity!
 

Love from Pratab, his family and 

Anam with The Bamboo's Secret!
www.bamboosecret.org
 

