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Welcome to
The Bamboo’s Secret
School and Nursery

Please visit our website:   WWW.BambooSecret.Org
“The Bamboo's Secret"  is a Not for Profit Organization (registration pending) operating in the mid foothill region of Nepal.  Our primary goals are to:   

1) Increase the economic livelihoods of disadvantaged, remote villagers 

         (with preference given to divorced or widowed women), 

2) to do this in a way that preserves the ancient village cultures, 
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to do this is a way that actually improves the mountainous environment.  


Traditional village life in Nepal is one of the most economically oppressed livelihoods in the world, divorced or widowed women face lives of even greater anguish. The large majority of Nepali families survive on just a few hundred dollars a year.  By encouraging the cultivation of permaculture crops, especially Bamboo, we expect to meet all of these problems in the most ecologically and culturally friendly means possible.

Landslides and erosion are serious dangers in the steep, soft soil of the Himalayan foothills; Bamboo is the best at holding this soil in place.  By teaching local villagers a variety of hand crafts using bamboo, exploring and encouraging small, local industries that utilize bamboo, we can effectively promote change in village livelihoods that results in ecologic as well as economic well being.   Bamboo has repeatedly performed this miracle in many places around the planet, now we are encouraging this miracle in Nepal as well.

Whenever practical divorced or widowed women, a disenfranchised and outcaste segment of Nepal's society, are given employment and/or encouraged to learn craft training.  We are currently working with the "Women's Environment development Association", a locally run women's help group previously sponsored by Denmark, who are helping recruit local women for our training programs.  Together we are selecting those women who are not only widowed or divorced, but who are most likely to take the training home and share it with others in their village, thereby multiplying our efforts exponentially. 

We are also designing small, localized projects where patches of erosion-wasted land are secured by community agreement, lease or purchase.  These parcels are then planted with Bamboo and other grasses, fenced and then given over to a select committee of divorced women from the area to maintain and preserve for future industry.

Two of the greatest destroyers of forests in Nepal are local needs for firewood and the nearby city's demand for furniture (really!).  We are currently searching for and designing quality furniture that is not only made of Bamboo but will be desirable in the local market as well.  The training schools program focuses on furniture making, with secondary attention given to craft items salable in local markets.
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In many areas the mountainsides have been virtually denuded of  trees.  The demand for firewood has long ago become impossible to meet.  The usual fallback cooking material, ends up being manure.  This practice then leads to further environmental devastation as the nutritious manure is not returned to the soil.  Our future goals include sponsoring bamboo firewood forests in these areas.  This is a sure way to enrich the community as well as the environment, as it will not only supply firewood and charcoal from the bamboo but fodder for animals and materials for local crafters! 
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"The Buddha Bazaar" is a project that "The Bamboo's Secret" has undertaken to help create  funds for our operations in Nepal.  100% of all profits generated by "The Buddha Bazaar"  website sales go directly to the School and Charity located in the Harpan River valley village of Bamdi.  The money is used to pay for crafts training teacher's salary, raw materials for training, bamboo research, new species development, village women's co-op support and also to local projects of planting bamboo on waste or landslide prone land.

We are sure the road to the future is paved with bamboo, at least for the villagers of Nepal.  Won't you walk with us awhile?

You can contact the Bamboo's Secret Charity for more information, donations, spiffy ideas and/or work offerings at:  

Website:  WWW.BambooSecret.Org
          and

	The Bamboo's Secret, USA office:
P.O. Box 791344, 
Paia, Hawaii 96779, U.S.A.  

PH & Fax: (1) 877 569 5097  

Email:  Info@BambooSecret.Org

	Or directly in Nepal:
The Bamboo's Secret School
Bamdi, Chapakot, Kaski, Nepal

PH: (977) 61 32420
P.O. Box 466/ Mahendrapul, 

Pokhara, Nepal



	
                   Because the forest, just naturally, takes care of us all!”
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